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This article was written as a quick start to the Pikes Peak groups’ discussion at their July meeting on whether one should decide to upgrade to Windows 10 prior to the advancing deadline of July 29th 2016 to get the free upgrade (for users of Windows 7 Sp2 or Windows 8.1). 
My goal here is to provide to the-point answers for five questions, each from pro and con sides of the Win10 upgrade debate. The information provided here is a compilation of ideas from many P*PCompAS members and outside sources, and I thank them for the input.

Pro #1: I’m ready to upgrade to Windows 10 but want to be ready for anything... what should I do?  
(For the mildly nerdly paranoid) Make a backup of your system. An image backup with a program like Acronis TrueImage is recommended, but you should be able to get by even with the backup and restore tools built into Windows 7 and 8.1.

Run Belarc Advisor (and save the report to a separate drive), CCleaner or Auslogic Registry Cleaner, Malwarebytes, your current virus scanner, and consider doing a de frag of the system partition.

Make sure all the system updates NOT including the update to Windows 10 have been run on your system, with whatever driver updates you feel okay with doing, and that you have safely shut down and restarted the computer at least once before continuing.  (I recommend twice if you are on the paranoid side).

NOTE: I would recommend these steps even if you are not going to upgrade to Windows 10.

These are just good maintenance tips to have and use for any Windows computer, but the goal here is to facilitate the transition and hopefully make the process smoother as a result. 

Once you have done (most of) these steps, then consider yourself ready to upgrade to Windows 10 at your convenience.  

Con #1: I don’t want to upgrade my system to Windows 10... what should I do?  

First, review the steps for the answer above; as noted, they still apply to you.

Second, download and install GWX control panel http://ultimateoutsider.com/downloads/ or Never10 https://www.grc.com/never10.htm and run either of those tools. Then as they say, fuggedaboutit. Those tools should

keep your computer from nagging you to do the update well past the July cut off.

It appears Microsoft is getting a little more enthusiastic about promoting Windows 10 as we get closer to the end of July deadline, so use of these tools may be more necessary than previously recommended just to be able to better ignore the upgrade notifications. 

Pro #2: I haven’t been getting the upgrade notification...

Check the article https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/3081048 for troubleshooting tips. Or download the media creation tool from https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/softwaredownload/windows10/to create bootable media to try and upgrade from. 
Con #2: I can’t upgrade my system because it is running Windows XP or the hardware is not compatible...

If you’re okay with still running Windows XP, keep in mind that while support from Microsoft itself is “officially” gone, many older computers will probably be run for years to come off the older OSes until they finally wear down or can no longer keep pace with the needs of their users. Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to make the maintenance steps given above part of your regular routine for those computers, along with other protection habits as recommended by your more safety conscious friends. Or consider the answer to con question #3.

Pro #3: What else should I consider when upgrading? 

Microsoft is positioning Windows 10 as the foundation for a whole new ecosystem of products and services that tie in with the Xbox, mobile systems, and the users of Microsoft accounts. It should be increasingly more useful for people who are already invested in using current MS products and services. 

 Con #3: What are other alternatives?  

On older hardware, and as a choice on newer PC-based stems, Linux is a strong contender as an alternative OS. There is still a bit of a learning curve, but distributions like Linuxmint or Ubuntu make it fairly easy to boot from a DVD or thumb drive and play around with it. 

I would point to this article: http://

lifehacker.com/5993297/ubuntu-vsmint-which-linux-distro-is-better-forbeginners

as a good starting point for those choices. Or consider the Macintosh/Apple “eco-system” if a complete switch is in your budget. One advantage of the MacBook

Pro (if you can get one) is that they can run Windows thru boot camp for those who do not wish to switch completely. 

Another choice more in the mobile space are the Android or ChromeOS based devices. Most are designed to be compatible with your primary system (or even a replacement in some cases) but a little research is warranted to get the most out of integration with your existing setup.

Since I am pushing a deadline of my own in finishing this article, I will save my brain cells for later feedback to continue with this. I hope what I have written so far proves useful to you. 
